Collaboration in distance education between nursing schools and hospitals.
Interactive television (ITV) is being used by increasing numbers of nursing schools and hospitals to provide educational access to geographically diverse learners and nurse employees. ITV-related research suggests that learner outcomes and satisfaction with such distance education courses are similar to those associated with the traditional classroom. The authors conducted an evaluation of a major nursing school's nursing telecourse program (NTP) to assess collaborative efforts with hospitals and regional campuses. The respondents, 15 site coordinators, were generally satisfied with the operational aspects of the NTP. Concerns raised by respondents included classroom space availability, operational costs, library resources, and communication equipment and processes. These stakeholders' perspectives were viewed as valuable in identifying problems and making improvements in the school's NTP.